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The following recommendations apply to adult-type soft tissue sarcomas arising from limbs and 
superficial trunk. 
Recommendations on retroperitoneal sarcomas, desmoid-type fibromatosis and uterine sarcomas are 
provided separately at the end of the chapter with regard to those main aspects by which they differ 
from more frequent soft tissue sarcomas. In general, the main principles of diagnosis and treatment 
may well apply to all soft tissue sarcomas, including the rarest presentations (e.g. visceral sarcomas 
other than gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GIST), head and neck sarcomas), which therefore are not 
specifically covered. Specific histological types, however, may deserve specific approaches, which 
may not be covered hereafter, given the scope of these Recommendations. 
 
 
 
These Clinical Recommendations have been formulated following a consensus process based on a consensus event 
organized by ESMO in Lugano in October 2007 and a manuscript revision taking place thereafter up to January 
2008. The consensus process involved experts from the community of the European sarcoma research groups and 
from some sarcoma centers of excellence outside Europe, indicated hereafter. The text reflects an overall consensus 
among them, although each of them may not always find it consistent with his/her own views. The EU-funded 
network of excellence CONTICANET (CONnective TIssue CAncers NETwork) supported the consensus process. 
The consensus event was made possible financially by unrestricted grants from Novartis Oncology, Pfizer 
Oncology and PharmaMar.  
Consensus panel: Paolo G. Casali, Milano, Italy (Coordinating author); Jean-Yves Blay, Lyon, France 
(Coordinating author); Lorenz Jost, Bruderholz, Switzerland (Reviewer); Stefan Sleijfer, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
(Reviewer); Jaap Verweij, Rotterdam, Netherlands (Reviewer); Massimo Aglietta, Torino, Italy; Thor Alvegard, 
Lund, Sweden; Larry Baker, Ann Arbor, USA; Robert Benjamin, Houston, USA; Martin Blackstein, Toronto, 
Canada; Sylvie Bonvalot, Paris, France; Ioannis Boukovinas, Thessaloniki, Greece; Binh Bui, Bordeaux, France; 
Angela Buonadonna, Aviano, Italy; Paola Collini, Milano, Italy; Alessandro Comandone, Torino, Italy; Enrique de 
Alava, Salamanca, Spain; Maria Debiec-Rychter, Leuven, Belgium; Angelo Paolo Dei Tos, Treviso, Italy; George 
D. Demetri, Boston, USA; Palma Dileo, Milano, Italy; Mikael Eriksson, Lund, Sweden; Andrea Ferrari, Milano, 
Italy; Stefano Ferrari, Bologna, Italy; Sergio Frustaci, Aviano, Italy; Xavier Garcia-Del-Muro, Barcelona, Spain; 
Robert Grimer, Birmingham, UK; Alessandro Gronchi, Milano, Italy; Federica Grosso, Milano, Italy; Pancras 
Hogendoorn, Leiden, Netherlands; Peter Hohenberger, Mannheim, Germany; Rolf Issels, Munich, Germany; 
Svetlana Jezdic, Lugano, Switzerland; Heikki Joensuu, Helsinki, Finland; Ian Judson, London, UK; Michael Leahy, 
London, UK; Serge Leyvraz, Lausanne, Switzerland; Axel Le Cesne, Paris, France; Robert Maki, New York, USA; 
Javier Martin, Mallorca, Spain; Joan Maurel, Barcelona, Spain; Pierre Meeus, Lyon, France; Michael Montemurro, 
Lausanne, Switzerland; Patrizia Olmi, Milano, Italy; Shreyas Patel, Houston, USA; Piero Picci, Bologna, Italy; 
Andres Poveda, Valencia, Spain; Peter Reichardt, Berlin, Germany; Martin H. Robinson, Sheffield, UK; Piotr 
Rutkowski, Warsaw, Poland; Marcus Schlemmer, Mu¨nchen, Germany; Patrick Schoffski, Leuven, Belgium; 
Kirsten Sundby Hall, Oslo, Norway; Elena Tamborini, Milano, Italy; Jonathan Trent, Houston, USA; Frits Van 
Coevorden, Amsterdam, Netherlands; Martine Van Glabbeke, Brussels, Belgium; Allan Van Oosterom, Leuven, 
Belgium; Eva Wardelmann, Bonn, Germany; John Zalcberg, Melbourne, Australia. 
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